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Youi voice in the House 
Sex offender laws 

Responding to a recent incident 

in eastern Iowa in which a 

10-year-old girl was murdered 

by a person previously convicted 

of a sex offense, Iowa House 

of Representatives moved 
quickly to close loopholes in 

Iowa s sex-offender registry la 

and toughen penalties for registered 

sex offenders who don l 

comply with the requirements in 

the law. 

With action on House File 

619, any person on the sexoffender 

offender registry will have tc 

submit to DNA profiling. Any 

person on the registry who fails 

to update his or her address will 

have their name on the registry 

for an additional 10 years. Any 

person on the sex-offender registry 

who is serving probation oi 

parole must wear an electronic 

monitoring device. Any sex 

offender who fails to complete 

required sex-offender treatment 

while in prison will be ineligible 

for sentence reduction for good 

time, potentially doubling the 

time spent in prison. Registry 

offenders will need to be photographed 

each year by the 

sheriff with the photograph provided 

to the state sex-offender 

registry. 

The House legislation also 

will make it a criminal offense 

for ny person on the sexoffender egist 
(1flO feet of any elementary or 

condary school. or child care 

facility. Finally, this legislation 

calls for state government agencies 

to get together with local 

law enforcement officials and 

look for a way to use the state s 

various computer databases to 

help confirm the addresses of 

people on the sex-offender registry. 

Great places order 

The week of March 28-April 

1, Gov. Vilsack signed an executive 

order designed to bring 

together the resources of state 

government to work on the 

authentic qualities that make 

Iowa a special place to live and 

work. Communities will focus 

on assets such as the arts, culture, 

historic fabric, built environment, 

natural environment, 

housing options, retail amenities, 

entrepreneurial incentives, 

business development and 

diversity. 

Department of Cultural 

Affairs, Department of 

Economic Development and 

Iowa Finance Authority shall be 

responsible for the development 

of Iowa Great Places. In addition, 

there will be a citizen advisory 

board of up to 12 members 
to advise in the design of Iowa 

Great Places and assist in the 

selection of three pilot Great 

Places. 

Care credit expanded 
House File 802 passed the 

Iowa House March 30. The legislation 

raises the maximum 
income a family may have and 

still qualify for the child and 

dependent care credit. 

This bill will save taxpayers 

$4.4 million per year by a1lowin 

a state credit equal to 30 percenl 

of the federal credit for those 

with incomes of $40,000, but less 

than $50,000. 

Addition to state park 

Representatives of the 

Department of Natural 

Resources and Iowa Natural 

Heritage Foundation told lawmakers 

that a rare opportunity 

exists to acquire 711 acres of 

prime Loess Hills land contiguous 

to Waubonsie State Park in 

southwestern Iowa. The land, 

the former Camp WaShawtee 
Girl Scout Camp, is one of the 

largest contiguous woodlands in 

the Loess Hills. It is also an area 

National Park Service has identified 

as a priority for protection. 

Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation and DNR are ask- 

asking 

ing the state to come up with the 

money in order to buy this 711- 

acre property as an addition to 

the current Waubonsie State 

aSa1 COfltraCt 
WaShawtee between the current 
owner and an organization 

known as Hole-in-the-Hills at 

WaShawtee for $2.6 million. 

This organization provides outdoor 

camp experiences for children 

with life-threatening illnesses 

and their families. 

Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation, in cooperation with 

Iowa DNR, is pursuing the 

acquisition of the total 711 acres 

to protect it from potential 

development. Hole-in-the-Hills 

at WaShawtee only need 

approximately 60 to 70 acres; 

the remaining would be part of 

Waubonsie State Park. 

Polling sites 

Secretary of State Chet Culver 

informed county auditors that 

incentive grants will again be 

available to make polling places 

ADA accessible. Last fall, 

Iowa s Polling Place 

Accessibility Grant program 

funded improvements at 39 

polling places in 16 counties. 

There are approximately 200 

polling places in Iowa that 

remain inaccessible to disabled 

voters. 

Implementation extends for a 

longer time period than in the 

previous round of grants. 

Project work must be completed 

by Dec. 31 and counties with 

sites that were granted waivers 

during the last grant cycle may 

now apply for grants to bring 

those sites into ADA compliance. 
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